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(57) Abstract 

A near field optical head of a oompact structure for rq)roduciiig information recorded at a very high density, at a good S/N ratio. A 
recording medium (3) which emits a light on q^lication of an electric field is formed on an electrode (2), and a near field optical head (101) 
in which an inverted conical hole is fonncd in a slider (3 1) with its top part as a ndnute aj^^ 

(3). A mmute electrode (5) is formed on a lateral side (32) of the mverted conical hole, and an electric field (9) is qjplied only to a minute 
am of the lecoiding medium (3) so as to emit a light, thus enabling detection of only die light emission in die minute area at the aperture (6). 
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